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J-MAN

Maximum security and reliability managing JCL and
batch nets in z/OS the environment.

J-Man helps the personnel responsible for creating and maintaining Job Control
Language and Batch Scheduling Nets to achieve maximum security and
reliability. J-MAN accomplishes this through a powerful array of checks and

automation procedures that ensure the following:

The production of objects without syntactical, structural or logical errors

e Accurate and complete management of locking on JCLs that are being

changed, enabling controlled maintenance even for groups of objects

e Complete consistency and adherence to predefined standards

e Automatic propagation of objects (Jobs and scheduling nets) across

different environments

e Automatic generation of different production environments based on a

reference model.



The Problem

The operations connected with coding and maintaining JCL
and batch scheduling nets involve many delicate phases in
terms of the skills needed, attention required and the
reliability of all the information that is essential to produce
high-quality work.

In addition, the ongoing need to make changes that
sometimes have little impact but can disrupt the execution
flow tends to lead to a gradual deterioration over time even
for objects that initially conformed to good quality standards.

The operations of production personnel are often
complicated by the need to convert objects from one
environment to another, either to move them from one
context to another (e.g. festing to production), or to manage
different production environments at the same time.

The Solution

J-Man is the answer to these problems, providing a truly
complete interface for managing JCLs and scheduling
nets. It represents an effective solution to all those
problems regarding the creation and maintenance of
production objects that form a significant part of the work
of scheduling personnel.

J-Man includes an editor that can be invoked within ISPF
and enables constant syntactical control over the data
being processed. It also includes a complete quality-
control system that eliminates the errors due to an object
undergoing changes while continuing to be in the target
environment. In addition, J-Man provides an efficient
object cloning and automatic change tool that can
automatically and simultaneously adapt objects to
different target environments.
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Main Functions
J-Man delivers all the following functionality:
e Accurate JCL syntax checking.

e Automatic documentation of the use of resources
(files, tables and databases) by the programs used
in the job. J-Man inserts a comment box
containing the use of the datastores in front of
every step.

e JCL Quality Assurance. Quality control is
implemented by checking the objects' adherence to
predefined standards and the conditions required
for correct execution. These checks include, for
example:

0 The congruency of the file allocation by the JCL
and application program,

0 The presence of DB2 Plans,

0 The presence of files allocated as already present
(also checking for their allocation in previous
scheduling steps if they are not found to be
present).

J-Man can be fully customized by the user, allowing
specific checks to be performed for the type of
editing being carried out. The rules are defined and
selected using an online interface.

e Automatic generation of cloned jobs and
scheduling nets changed in accordance with the
target environment's local standards. Two different
types of object conversions are available:

0 Non-structural - In this case the changes
essentially concern the parameters and names of
the objects being processed, such as: execution
class, DB2 subsystem name, cataloged
procedure names, exec card or parameter file
(dd*) parameters, file names, output cards etc.

0 Structural - In this case the changes concern
the actual structure of the jobs and
scheduling nets. The user is able to change
the configuration of steps, jobs and nets by
adding or removing elements so that they are
executed in accordance with the different
target environments.

J-Man provides a “conversion exit” pool of 120
predefined conversion rules, to which the user
can add new conversion rules they have written
themselves.

The cloning process is extremely flexible since
the system makes it possible to catalog a wide
variety of different types of conversions (e.g.
Test-Trial, Trial-Production, Production-Trial,
StdProduction-Production1, StdProduction-
ProductionN, etc.), and provides each type of
conversion with its own associated rules and
related conversion parameters.

The conversion processes can be applied to
any of the following objects: individual jobs,
sets of jobs, or scheduling nets and all the jobs
belonging to them.

o Complete, optimized lock management. The
added value of this function is that J-Man is
able to acquire a lock for the user on the entire
set of JCLs specified and linked logically in
order to determine "logical units of work ". This
makes it possible to complete the change
phase and release the entire set of objects at
the same time.

The functions described can be activated both
during the object editing phase and
asynchronously (i.e. as a batch task).




Benefits:

41 Drastically reduces production errors

Provides maximum automation of the tasks required to manage multiple production environments

[©1 Optimizes adherence to corporate standards

il

51 Drastically reduces the time required to manage production objects
il

Increases the productivity of personnel responsible for creating and maintaining jobs and scheduling nets

APS | ENTERprise offers a free, no obligation, trial of J-MAN. During your trial period you will receive full support
for the implementation and trial of J-MAN.

Please contact us for further information or to schedule an on or off site demonstration.

For your local APS|ENTERprise partner please visit: www.aps-enterprise.com.
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